December 2003 New Car Registrations - Analysis
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Record month makes for record year
· New car registrations hit a record 2,579,050 units in 2003, boosted by a 7.5 per cent jump in the December market. 
· 2003 marks the fourth successive year of growth showing stability in the UK market at a record high volume.
· The annual new car market has seen growth over 11 of the past 12 years. Registrations have seen consistent growth over the last decade, adding nearly one million units to the year-end total.
Private registrations best since 1990
· Registrations to private buyers now dominate the UK market climbing for the seventh successive month. Year-end figures reached their highest volume since 1990, accounting for nearly half of all registrations. 
· Business registrations hit a record volume in 2003, taking an unprecedented market share. 
· Fleet volumes ended the year with a strong month, up nine per cent in December. 

Superminis key to annual volume gains
· The popular supermini is now the leading market segment with registrations jumping 5.1 per cent in 2003. 
· Supermini registrations have rocketed more than 75 per cent over the last decade taking a record 33.9 per cent market share in 2003.

· The ever-growing model list - now featuring new technology previously reserved for luxury cars, available at an affordable price - has seen the supermini market flourish in recent years, providing a cornerstone to the overall market growth.
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	9,723
	Focus
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	Focus
	131,684

	7,099
	Corsa
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	Corsa
	108,387

	5,631
	3 Series
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	Astra
	96,929

	5,011
	Golf
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	Fiesta
	95,887

	4,768
	Fiesta
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	Clio
	83,972

	4,506
	Mégane
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	206
	82,667

	4,475
	Astra
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	Mégane
	71,660

	4,243
	Clio
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	Golf
	67,226

	3,869
	206
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	3 Series
	65,489

	3,642
	Vectra
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	Mondeo
	60,046


NB Peugeot 206 registrations do not include the Estate version
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Focus top while superminis dominate
· Accounting for just over one third of the annual new car market, superminis also dominated the top ten best-sellers list, taking four of the top six places. 
· The Ford Focus retained its top spot for the fifth consecutive year despite an end to its month-on-month dominance. After 40 consecutive months at the top, the Vauxhall Corsa topped the list for September, with the Ford Focus returning as best-seller for each month after.
Diesel's take record share of market
· Diesel volumes have more than doubled since 2000 and continue to provide the main emphasis to the market's growth. 
· Improved technology and the wider availability of more dynamic models, coupled with tax incentives, have helped diesel car volumes climb. Registrations reached a record 704,637 units in 2003, taking a 27.3 per cent market share. 

· The Ford Mondeo won a closely fought battle to be 2003's top selling diesel car.

Private buyers bolster UK market
· Private registrations jumped to 1.213 million units in 2001 from a stable 950,000 units in the 1990s. Consistent growth over the last two years has resulted in a record market share of nearly 50 per cent with 1.254 million units.
· Registrations to private buyers rose 1.5 per cent in 2003 reaching their highest level since 1990 accounting for nearly half of all cars sold. 

· The growth in private buyer reflects the economic trend of the country with strong consumer confidence met with a wider choice of affordable, attractive and technologically advanced vehicles. 
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INDICATOR OF THE YEAR
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		Registrations by customer type

		December 2003				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		63,563		76,882		15,007

				% change		3.1%		9.0%		21.5%

				Market share		40.9%		49.5%		9.7%

		Full year 2003				Private		Fleet		Business

				Registrations		1,254,927		1,068,174		255,949

				% change		1.5%		-2.0%		8.3%

				Market share		48.7%		41.4%		9.9%
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		New Diesel Car Registrations

						all cars		% chge		Mkt share

		December		2002		36,057		37.5%		24.9%				144576

		December		2003		47,502		31.7%		30.6%				2563631

														500395

		Full Year		2000		313,192		3.0%		14.1%				2563631

				2001		436,591		39.4%		17.8%

				2002		602,623		38.0%		23.5%

				2003		704,637		16.9%		27.3%

		forecast		2004		750,000		6.4%		30.0%

				2005		815,000		8.7%		34.0%






_1134971275

_1134970883.xls
Sheet1

		

		New Registrations						December 2003

								all cars		% chge

		Month						155,452		7.5%				144576

		YTD						2,579,050		0.6%				2563631

		Last three months						506,100		1.1%				500395

		12 MMAT						2,579,050		0.6%				2563631

		Year		2002				2,563,631		4.3%

				2003				2,579,050		0.6%

		Forecast		2004				2,500,000		-3.1%

				2005				2,400,000		-4.0%

		MMAT - monthly moving annual totals






